
 

May 8, 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians and Students: 

It is very difficult to put into words the challenges we have all faced over the course of the past 
eight weeks and the sense of loss and disappointment many of our students feel, especially the 
students of the Class of 2020. The spring months of senior year have always and rightfully been 
considered a celebratory time and a rite of passage for both senior students and their 
parents/guardians. In the personal letter I sent to all senior students right after Governor Baker 
closed school for the year, I mentioned that despite the challenges we face with the school 
closure and the physical distancing restrictions, our singular goal has been to honor and celebrate 
our senior students in such a way that they experience some happiness in the moment and create 
some positive memories for their futures. 

I understand there are some who want us to have a graduation ceremony in late July or early 
August. I can assure you that as an administrative team we thought long and hard about that 
possibility as well as other ideas on how we can create a personal experience for our students. 
However, with the uncertainty of the restrictions on social gatherings and many major 
Massachusetts functions already being canceled throughout the summer, we did not want to risk 
trying to have a later ceremony that may not happen. We have 165 graduates this year and to 
have even just one parent/guardian in attendance at the ceremony, social gathering restrictions 
would have to allow for groups of 375 or more (including the graduates, one parent/guardian, 
and essential school staff). If we wait and still cannot gather in large crowds, I am sure we may 
lose the opportunity to properly acknowledge and honor ALL of our students. I say this because 
some of our students may be off to college, the military, or other post-secondary plans. In 
addition, some of our seniors might be away on vacation with their families either out-of-state or 
the country, or the family would be forced to cancel their planned vacation and risk losing a 
significant amount of money.  

Therefore, after many discussions with various stakeholders, we have come up with a two-part 
graduation ceremony that will take place on Saturday, June 6th as originally scheduled. We hope 
that having our graduation ceremony on the original date will bring a small sense of normalcy 
and closure to the school year for everyone as it is a date that all senior families have already 
highlighted in their calendars. In order for our two-part graduation plan to happen, we have to 
employ very strict safety measures that are extremely important for all to adhere to on this day. 
These measures are outlined in the plan below and for your information, this plan has been 
discussed and approved by the Superintendent of Schools, Town Manager, Fire and Police 
Chiefs, and the General Manager for RCTV. In addition to safety, a Randolph High School 
Graduation is always a dignified event and should be treated as such at all times.  



 

So, without further ado, I am excited to share the Randolph High School Graduation Ceremony 
Plan for the Class of 2020. 

 

Part I: Virtual Graduation Ceremony 

The singing/playing of the National Anthem, Pledge of Allegiance, Musical Selection, Speeches 
and the Reading of Graduate Names will be pre-recorded and shared with the entire Randolph 
Public Schools’ community at 10:30 am on Saturday June 6th. 

  

Part II: Graduation Procession/Parade 

On Saturday, June 6, 2020, starting at 1:00 pm, we will initiate a parade. Graduating seniors and 
their families will travel, at staggered times, to Randolph High School’s campus to receive their 
diplomas. The parade will be led by a decorated school bus, a fire truck, and police cars and/or 
motorcycles. 

Senior groups will be divided by the alphabet groups below -- approximately 55 students per 
group. All groups will leave the Higashi parking lot and journey to Randolph High School. 
Below are the scheduled times for groups to leave the Higashi Parking Lot.  

 

Senior Groups by Last Name Arrive at Higashi Leave Higashi 

A-F 12:30  1:00 

G-N 1:15 1:45 

O-Z 2:00 2:30 

  

1. All vehicles will meet at the parking lot of Higashi School at the assigned time and will 
line up by a first-come first-serve basis. To be fair and to keep groups equally numbered, 
families from groups 2 and 3 will not be allowed to join the previous group’s time. 

2. In the parking lot, all students will be given an index card on which they should legibly 
print their first and last name. 

3. Once the parade begins at the designated time (see above), cars will proceed up Main 
Street toward Memorial Parkway.  

4. Cars will turn right onto Memorial Parkway and drive down toward Highland Ave and 
stop; cars will drive in two lanes on one side so that all 55 cars are on Memorial Parkway 
and Main Street can re-open for general traffic.  



 

5. At Highland Ave, cars will be directed one by one to make a U-turn and head back up 
Memorial Parkway to the main entrance of Randolph High School.  

6. Before the main entrance, cars will be asked to stop and give the index card with the 
students name to the staff member.  

7. The student will exit his/her car and line up 10 feet behind the previous student. 
8. As students process one-by-one to the podium, cars will slowly drive toward the main 

entrance of RHS. 
9. When the student is next in line to receive his/her diploma, cars will stop at the main 

entrance to watch their child and take pictures. 
10. This student’s name will be called out, the diploma will be placed on the table in front of 

the podium, and then the student will be instructed to walk up to the table and retrieve 
his/her diploma. 

11. The student, wearing the tassel on the right side of the cap, will then shift his/her tassel 
from right to left and the principal will personally declare that student a Randolph High 
School Graduate.  

12.The student will then turn and face the photographer to take one picture. The 
photographer will be positioned directly across from the table where the student retrieves 
his/her diploma.  

13. Once the picture is taken, the graduate will report back to his/her car and the car will exit 
by proceeding down Memorial Parkway and exit the campus by turning back onto Main 
Street.  

Some of our faculty and staff members will be positioned along the sidewalks of Memorial 
Parkway (standing 8 -10 ft apart) waving, cheering and holding signs to acknowledge our 
graduating seniors as they enter and exit the campus.  

It is imperative that seniors DO NOT exit their vehicles at any time to attempt to hug or shake 
hands with any of the faculty and staff. This measure is put in place for the student’s safety and 
for the safety of our staff. No one except for the student should exit the car at any time. 

In order to make the procession/parade run as smoothly and safely as possible, it is important to 
adhere to the following expectations: 

1. Students will receive their caps, gowns, stoles, and tassels prior to Friday, June 5th. We 
will send out information in the near future about when it can be picked up from RHS 
(along with all the student’s belongings from his/her locker). 

2. All graduating seniors must come with family members in one (1) vehicle only. Students 
are asked to legibly write the student’s first and last name on a piece of paper (print) and 
display in the window. 

3. If transportation is an issue, students should reach out to administration or guidance as 
soon as possible.  



 

4. The graduating senior should be in the passenger side seat of the vehicle (front or back) 
for safe exiting at the entrance to RHS.  Students should not drive themselves to keep the 
procession/parade moving quickly. 

5. No student or family member should exit their cars at any time to socialize or congregate 
on campus before or after receiving the diploma. Photos can only be taken from inside 
the car. 

6. In respect to the physical distancing and large gathering restrictions, we cannot 
accommodate additional spectators. 

7. Seniors should come wearing their caps, gowns, stoles and tassels. There will be no time 
for attire alterations once on campus. 

8. All tassels should be worn on the right side of the cap until the senior is declared a  
RHS graduate (after receiving the diploma). 

9. Staff members who are handling the diplomas will be wearing masks and gloves. To 
avoid person to person contact, the diploma will be placed on the table for the senior to 
receive. 

10. The only entrance on/off the campus will be the Main Street entrance/exit. This allows 
for a smooth ebb and flow of traffic and ensures the safety of all and will be monitored by 
the Randolph Police Department. The RHS pool parking lot will not be open.  

11. Students/families are encouraged to decorate their car for the parade. If you choose to do 
so (not mandatory), please remember that our graduation ceremony is still a dignified 
event therefore, any decorations should include appropriate images and/or messages.  

12. A professional photographer will be on hand to take all senior pictures as they have done 
in the past. The photographer has also agreed to take additional photos of the caravan, 
and staff cheering.  These photos will become part of the overall recording. 

13. Any additional pictures by students and/or families will have to be taken off campus. 
14. Randolph Police Officers will be on hand to insure that all social distancing restrictions 

are followed. Please, we need to keep all graduates, families, and staff safe! 
15. Randolph Community TV has agreed to stream this event live thus giving family 

members and peers the opportunity to view the ceremony live from any device and from 
any location. They will also videotape the event to show on public television in the 
future. 

16. After the entire process is completed, RCTV will edit all footage (Virtual Graduation 
Ceremony and Parade) and a link will be sent to all RHS students of the edited version of 
the ceremony. This will take a few days/weeks to complete. 

17. If it rains, we will still proceed as planned. We have tents that could stretch across the 
entrance of RHS for the diploma ceremony if needed. 

18. During the parade, the building will be closed and off limits therefore we will not have 
access to public bathrooms. Please plan accordingly 



 

Si ou genyen nenpòt ki kesyon oswa ou bezwen yon entèprèt/tradiktè sou koze sa a, tanpri 
souple rele Lunine Pierre-Jérôme nan 781-961-6220 Ekst. 537. 

Nếu quý vị có thắc mắc hoặc cần thông dịch viên về vấn đề này, xin vui lòng gọi Giang Bùi 
781-961-6220, số máy lẻ 541. 

Si tiene alguna pregunta o necesita un intérprete/traductor sobre este asunto, llame a Aisha 
Boykin al 781-961-6220, ext. 581 

Se você tiver alguma dúvida sobre este assunto ou precisar de um intérprete/tradutor, por favor 
ligue para Regina Federle, número  (781) 961-6220, ramal 588. 

 


